
SMT. ANUPAMA HOSKERE

 Smt. Anupama Hoskere is a master puppeteer and the Founder-Director of the Dhaatu 
Puppet Theater, Bengaluru, India. She is globally recognized for her wide experience in every 
facet of the composite art form of puppetry. 
2. Born on 20  December, 1964 in Bengaluru, Smt. Anupama started getting training in th

Carnatic music and Bharatanatyam even before starting formal schooling. Along with formal 
education, she received lessons in the great Indian Epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata. She 
received her Bachelor in Engineering degree from BMS College of Engineering in 1987 and 
Master of Science degree from California State University, Long Beach in 1993. She also received 
training in traditional puppetry of Karnataka.
3. Along with her husband, Sri Vidyashankar Hoskere, Smt. Anupama founded Dhaatu in 
2004 with the aim of bringing to the people India's great Treasure Trove of stories from historical 
epics like the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, from literary masterpieces of poetic greats such 
as Bhasa and Kalidasa as well as stories from the Panchatantra and the many stories of India's 
great sages, kings and thinkers. A careful and detailed study of the Natyashastra provided her 
much impetus to expand the intricacies and intellectual merit of her productions. She has 
redesigned the old puppet theater into a more composite layered theater - combining puppetry, 
dance, and theatre into large-scale performances. Dhaatu has, over time, developed to become 
India's first puppetry brand name that catapulted puppetry into being recognized as a respected 
and classical art form of India. With over 25 full-length productions, the Dhaatu Puppet Theater 
has been invited to perform at prestigious International Festivals in France, Belgium, Morocco, 
USA, China, etc., apart from several platforms within India. 
4. Smt. Anupama decided to take traditional puppetry to the masses and thus began the 
Dhaatu International Puppet Festival. This annual festival of puppet shows, workshops and 
conferences provides a platform for urban and rural puppeteers of India to come together along 
with puppeteers from foreign countries. The proceedings of the conference are brought out in a 
publication called “Punaschetana”, recording the knowledge systems and history of Indian 
puppetry and that of visiting artistes and scholars. She also initiated the Dhaatu Navaratra 
Mahotsava in 1995. Through a still-theatre display of individually detailed story boxes consisting 
of well over ten thousand traditional dolls, stories of Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata, Shiva 
Purana and temple traditions of India are told during the Dussehra festival. She continues her 
endeavours with Dhaatu Puppet Paathashala, training students in puppetry. She has 
established the Dhaatu Puppet Museum in Bengaluru that has a curated collection of unique 
puppets from different states of India and across the world.
5. Smt. Anupama is a recipient of the Central Sangeet Natak Akademi Puraskar [2018] for 
puppetry and numerous other awards by cultural organizations in India and abroad. She has 
been a recipient of the Senior fellowship in Puppetry awarded by the Ministry of Culture. She is 
also the recipient of the UN Erasmus Mundus Scholarship to teach Indian puppetry across 
universities in Europe. 
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Jherh vuqiek gksLdsjs

 Jherh vuqiek gksLdsjs ,d fu".kkr dBiqryh dykdkj vkSj èkkrq iisV fFk,Vj] csaxyq#] Hkkjr dh 
laLFkkid&funs'kd gSaA og dBiqryh dyk ds gj igyw esa vius O;kid vuqHko ds fy, nqfu;k Hkj esa tkuh tkrh gSaA 

2 ] ]- 20 fnlacj  1964 dks csaxyq# esa tUeh  Jherh vuqiek us vkSipkfjd Ldwyh f'k{kk 'kq: gksus ls igys gh dukZVd 
laxhr vkSj HkjrukVîe dk çf'k{k.k ysuk 'kq: dj fn;k FkkA vkSipkfjd f'k{kk ds lkFk&lkFk] mUgksaus jkek;.k vkSj egkHkkjr 
ds egku Hkkjrh; xzaFkksa dh f'k{kk Hkh çkIr dhA mUgksaus 1987 esa ch,e,l d‚yst v‚Q bathfu;Çjx ls bathfu;Çjx esa Lukrd 
dh fMxzh vkSj 1993 esa dSfyQksÆu;k LVsV ;wfuoÆlVh] y‚Ux chp ls ekLVj v‚Q lkbal dh fMxzh çkIr dhA mUgksaus dukZVd 
dh ikjaifjd dBiqryh dyk dk çf'k{k.k Hkh çkIr fd;kA

3- vius ifr] Jh fo|k'kadj gksLdsjs ds lkFk feydj Jherh vuqiek us 2004 esa èkkrq dh LFkkiuk dh] ftldk mís'; 
Hkkjr ds jkek;.k vkSj egkHkkjr tSls ikSjkf.kd egkdkO;ksa dh dgkfu;ksa] Hkkl vkSj dkfynkl tSls egku dfo;ksa dh mR—"V 
lkfgfR;d —fr;ksa ds lkFk&lkFk iapra= vkSj Hkkjr ds egku larksa] jktkvksa rFkk euhf"k;ksa dh dgkfu;ksa ds [ktkus dks yksxksa 
rd igqapkuk FkkA ukVî'kkL= ds xgu vkSj foLr`r vè;;u us vuqiek dks viuh çLrqfr;ksa dh ckjhfd;ksa vkSj ckSf)d çfrHkk 
dk foLrkj djus ds fy, çsfjr fd;kA mUgksaus dBiqryh dyk] ùR; vkSj fFk,Vj dks cM+s Lrj dh çLrqfr;ksa esa la;ksftr djrs 
gq, iqjkus dBiqryh fFk,Vj dks vfèkd lexz vkSj cgqLrjh; fFk,Vj cuk fn;k gSA le; ds lkFk èkkrq] Hkkjr dk igyk 
iisVjh czkaM uke cu x;k] ftlus dBiqryh dyk dks Hkkjr ds ,d lEekfur vkSj 'kkldh; dyk :i ds rkSj ij lEeku 
fnyk;kA 25 iw.kZ çLrqfr;ksa ds lkFk] èkkrq iisV fFk,Vj dks Hkkjr ds dÃ eapksa ds vykok Ýkal] csfYt;e] eksjôks] vesfjdk] 
phu vkfn esa çfrf"Br varjjk"Vªh; lekjksgksa esa çLrqfr nsus ds fy, vkeaf=r fd;k x;k gS] tgka vuqiek gksLdsjs dh çfrHkk 
dks mfpr lEeku feyk gSA 

4- Jherh vuqiek us ikjaifjd dBiqryh dyk dks tu&tu rd igqapkus dk ladYi fd;k vkSj bl rjg èkkrq 
varjjk"Vªh; dBiqryh egksRlo dh 'kq#vkr gqÃA iisV 'kks] dk;Z'kkykvksa vkSj lEesyuksa dk ;g okÆ"kd mRlo Hkkjr ds 'kgjh 
vkSj xzkeh.k dBiqryh dykdkjksa dks fons'kh dBiqryh dykdkjksa ds lkFk vkus dk ,d eap çnku djrk gSA lEesyu dh 
dk;Zokgh dks Þiqu'psruÞ uke dh ,d if=dk esa çdkf'kr fd;k tkrk gS] ftlesa Hkkjrh; dBiqryh dyk vkSj vkeaf=r 
dykdkjksa rFkk fo}kuksa ds Kku vkSj bfrgkl dks ntZ fd;k tkrk gSA mUgksaus 1995 esa èkkrq uojk= egksRlo dh Hkh 'kq#vkr 
dhA gj o"kZ n'kgjk mRlo ds nkSjku nl gtkj ls vfèkd ikjaifjd xqfM+;ksa ls ;qä vyx&vyx ckjhfd;ksa ls rS;kj fd, 
x, LVksjh c‚Dl ds fLVy&fFk,Vj çn'kZu ds tfj;s] jkek;.k] egkHkkjr] Hkkxor] f'ko iqjk.k vkSj Hkkjr dh eafnj ijaijkvksa 
dh dgkfu;ka lqukÃ tkrh gSaA og èkkrq dBiqryh ikB'kkyk ds tfj, fo|kÆFk;ksa dks dBiqryh dyk dk çf'k{k.k nsrh gSaA 
mUgksaus csaxyq# esa èkkrq iisV E;wft;e dh LFkkiuk dh gS ftlesa Hkkjr ds fofHkUu jkT;ksa vkSj nqfu;k Hkj dh vuwBh 
dBiqrfy;ksa dk laxzg gSA

5- Jherh vuqiek dks ns'k&fons'k esa lkaL—frd laxBuksa ls dBiqryh dyk ds fy, dsaæh; laxhr ukVd vdkneh 
iqjLdkj ¼2018½ vkSj dÃ vU; iqjLdkj fey pqds gSaA mUgsa laL—fr ea=ky; }kjk dBiqryh dyk esa lhfu;j Qsyksf'ki fey 
pqdk gSA mUgsa ;wjksi ds foÜofo|ky;ksa esa Hkkjrh; dBiqryh dyk fl[kkus ds fy, la;qä jk"Vª bjkLel eqaMl Ld‚yjf'ki Hkh 
fey pqdh gSA
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